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From:   Mike Dockery, MD, MBRF Chair 
 
Sent:  February 22, 2022 
 
To:  Bonnie Levin, PhD and Ronald M. Lazar, PhD 
 
cc:  Former and Current Members of the McKnight Brain Research Foundation Inter- 
  Institutional Cognitive Aging and Memory Interventional Core: Tatjana Rundek, MD, PhD; 
  Lee Ryan, PhD; Gene E.  Alexander, PhD; Ronald A. Cohen, PhD; Kristina M. Visscher, PhD; 
  Adam J. Woods, PhD 
  Members of the Leadership Council (not listed above):  Carol Barnes, PhD; Ralph L. Sacco, 
  MD; Todd Golde, MD, PhD; Stephen DeKosky, MD; Thomas Foster, PhD; Jennifer Bizon,  
  PhD; David G. Standaert, MD, PhD; Eric D. Robeson, MD, PhD 
  MBRF Trustees:  Madhav Thambisetty, MD, PhD; Patricia Boyle, PhD; John E. Brady, MD; 
  Allison Brashear, MD, MBA; Richard Isaacson, MD; Sue Pekarske, MD; Lee Dockery, MD; 
  Melanie Cianciotto; Amy Porter  
 
Subject:  RFP for the Pilot Grant Program 
 

Thank you for the timely submission of the request to modify the language in the Announcement and the 
Request for Proposals (RFP) for the Inter-Institutional Pilot Grant Program supported by the McKnight 
Brain Research Foundation (MBRF) through the Cognitive Aging and Memory Intervention (CAMI) Core 
Committee.  The reasons provided for the request were to increase the number of applicants by 
broadening the appeal to younger investigators by considering proposals with more basic science 
research as a pathway to developing proposals for clinical intervention.  The isolation imposed by the 
pandemic has also restricted collaborative relationships and ability to perform traditional clinical 
interventions virtually.   

At the February 9, 2022, trustees’ meeting, the suggested modifications to the RFP, generated the review 
of the purpose for which the CAMI Core was created, and the history of the pilot grants awarded through 
the program were discussed. 

Attached for your review is a copy of the justification for the creation of the CAMI Core by the members 
of the Clinical Translational Working Group followed by the description of the Proposal to establish Inter-
Institutional CAMI Core.   

The trustees were very impressed with the work of the members of the Clinical Translational Working 
Group and the vision stated below. 

Our vision is to create a high-profile, nationally recognized Cognitive Aging and Memory Intervention 
Core, which would serve as an interventional hub for the four MBIs and complement the existing Brain 
Aging Registry, Cognitive Core, and Epigenetics Core. It would help to facilitate promising multisite pre-
clinical and clinical interventions, with high potential for public impact and access. 

The Trustees were also impressed with the described infrastructure and strategy for implementation and 
management of the CAMI CORE which predicted enduring success.  The vision was also thought to be in 
perfect alignment with Mission and Purpose of the MBRF “…to support research of the brain principally  
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intended for clinical application”.  As a result, the trustee unanimously approved the proposal at the 
trustees meeting at the July 16, 2016, meeting.   

The trustees have great confidence of the past and current leadership of the CAMI Core which led to the 
trustees making the decision in the past to not accept unsolicited proposals and will only consider 
proposal recommended by the CAMI Core Committee. 

After extended discussion, and in agreement with some of the barriers in submitting proposals, the 
trustees did not approve the suggested wording change of the RFP, because it changed the entire 
concept of the CAMI Core and the reasons for the MBRF support and approval.  The trustees ask 
members of the CAMI Core committee consider the following suggestions. 

 
     1.  Considering the many negative influences of the pandemic may soon improve, let’s give more  
          time and reevaluate in the future 
     2.  Extend the current deadline to May 15, 2022 
     3.  Revise the header of the current RFP to be more descriptive with removal of all abbreviations 
     4.  Extensive publication throughout the McKnight Brain Institutes through the leadership  
          council and at the upcoming 13th Inter-Institutional meeting  
     5.  Reconstitute the committee membership to include retired members and current members and 
 resume a more intensive committee oversight 
 
In the meantime, the trustees convey our collective appreciation to you and the other members of the 
CAMI Core committee for your efforts and commitment in helping the CAMI Core fulfill its purpose and 
achieve its intended success.   

With best wishes,  

 
Michael L. Dockery, MD 
MBRF Chair 
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