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February 15, 2022 

Tom Brannan 
Vice President for Development and Alumni 
The University of Alabama at Birmingham 
AB 1264   1720 2nd Ave. S 
Birmingham, AL  35294-0112 

Dear Mr. Brannan, 
 
At the February 9, 2022, meeting of the McKnight Brain Research Foundation (MBRF), the trustees reviewed the 2021 
annual report submitted by the Evelyn F. McKnight Brain Institute (MBI) at the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
(UAB).  The report provided a favorable representation of the MBI and its many new and continuing projects.  The 
trustees appreciated the submission of supplemental information requested in advance of the formal review.  

The trustees were pleased to note that research and programmatic activities have continued despite the influences of 
the COVID pandemic.  The publication of “A Primary Care Agenda for Brain Health” leading to the development of the 
Brain Health Advocacy Mission leading is a significant achievement.  The development of the brain health team in 
collaboration with the School of Nursing and Family Practice clinics show great promise in promoting brain health as a 
life-time achievable goal.  

The trustees were also pleased to note the collaborations with other investigators in research initiatives throughout the 
UAB as well as between research scientists at the other MBIs.  Specifically, the research programs related to treatment 
of asymptomatic carotid disease and the analysis predicting the occurrence of hospital-based disability provide 
important information on the influences on cognitive aging and age-related cognitive decline. 

It was pleasing to the trustees to note the continued productivity of Dr. Kristina Visscher in completing the study funded 
by the NIA providing important information on cognitive training and having the potential of tremendous public health 
benefit.  The receipt of the new grant from the NIA by Dr. Farah Lubin to continue her epigenetic research and her 
leadership in promoting diversity of future investigators in science are outstanding achievements as well.  

The report mentions the hiring of several new faculty.  The trustees appreciate the continued growth of the UAB MBI, 
but observed the intended roles of the new faculty were not discussed.  The trustees would appreciate receiving 
additional information regarding how the new faculty will be integrated and may contribute to the success of the MBI.  

The plans for redesign of the "Memory Disorders Clinic" by Dr. David Gelmacher, occupant of the Warren Family 
Endowed Chair in Neurology, was mentioned in the 2020 annual report.  However, the update requested was not in the 
2021 annual report and the trustees ask that it be forwarded to be included with the 2021 Annual Report.  

In addition, please forward the previously requested comprehensive description of the research activities under the 
direction of Dr. Lahti and Dr. Junghee Lee, occupants of the Geropsychiatry Chair and the Kinney Endowed Chair in 
Geriatric Psychiatry respectively, which was to have been included in the 2021 Annual Report.  It is also noted that Dr. 
Lee is not listed in Appendix 1 of the 2021 Annual Report.   

It is noted that the match of the endowment by UAB has now been completed with the gift of $1.5 million to establish 
the Protective Life Endowed Chair in Healthy Aging.  Further information regarding how this new endowment will be 
managed and integrated under the auspices of the MBI at UAB will be appreciated.  Additionally, it is noted the Jarman F. 
Lowder Endowed Professorship in Neuroscience is vacant.  What are the plans for recruitment to fill the professorship in 
support of research in neuroscience within the framework of the MBI? 

The trustees send their collective appreciation to you for your efforts in continuing to advance the research initiatives of 
the McKnight Brain Research Foundation leading to the understanding and alleviation of age-related cognitive decline 
and memory loss. 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Porter, Executive Director 
cc: Dr. Ronald M. Lazar Dr. Ray L. Watt   Dr. Erik D. Roberson Dr. David G. Standaert 
Dr. Selwyn M. Vickers Ms. Melanie A. Armstrong MBRF Trustees   
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